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WITH A 
'PROGNOSTICATION 
On that Occaſion, from the Snyrna Cof ſee· h 
Wherein are contain d, | 


iſt. A ſurpriſing Story of a Swarm of Bees i 


taken from a Manuſcript in Greſbm-College, 
ſuppos d ro be tote by Sir John Mandevil, 


Waſps ; tranſlated from 
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Bees /ubtle Contrivance and making of ſpore. 
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POLITICAL 


REMARKS 


ON THE 


BEES Swarming at St, James's, 


AND 


An 9 ＋ the Narva of 


B E A S in ny 


Ss Sod of the antient Philo- 
ſophers, as well as the moſt. 
ingenious of our modern Ver- 
tuoſo's, have amuſed them- 
=\'>; BAI "and the Publick with 
bDifſertations on the Nature of 


the rural Sha 
x hs Majeſty's * 


. and t * Swarm 3 
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__ w Bees, and diſcovered an infinite 
| Share of Wiſdom in the CEconomy of theſe lit- - 

2 Ann And AS = hank 2 __ 

furprizing Account of theſe Po eo 

(i I may ſo call them) leavin — 


at St. James's, the Author of the following 
Sheets. is of Opinion, That ſome critical Obſer- 


_ vations, how far, and in what Senſe this may 


be Ommous, join'd with an Inſpection into the 
Government and Common-wealth of theſe pret- 


ty 5 will be an agreeable Entertainment 


botk to the Political and Curious. | | 
Amongſt the Roman Auguries, there were none 
more depended upon than the Flights of Birds 
and Bees, and the greater Regard was ſhew'd, 
and the Expectations rais'd the higher, as theſe 
were of a baſe Nature, or of a more noble, 
thriving, or innocent Quality; the Eagle, tho? 
a Bird of Prey, yet as he was Hing of the 
Winged World, was, in their Opinion, ſent - 
by the Gods only upon Matters of the greateſt 
Conſequence, either portending the Death of 


great Men, or the Rife and Fall of Amgdoms; 


the croaking Raven was a Sign of very ill Luck; 


the Partridge, of Plenty; the Swallow, of 
Changes in Life; the Dove, of -all that was 
harmleſs; and the yoracious Vulture, of Ty- 


ranny and Oppreſſion. 
But none merited the Obſervation of the Au- 


gur, ſo much as a Swarm of Bees, which they 


look d upon as a certain ſign of the utmoſt Eaſe 
and Plenty, and that the Houſe to whom the 


"But was it not that the Ears 6f Men love to 


cod ſent them, was ſure of a laſting Tranqui- 


be tickled with ſomething that is Antient and 
Foreign, we need not mention the Romans, nor 


run back to the Hſeudo- Prophets, for it is a pre- 
vailing Opinion amongſt our own ſelves, that 
there are Accidents in Life frequently foretold, 


which makes but a very idle Shew in the Eye 
be 8 f 


(5) 
of Reaſon, yet plain Evidence eyery Day con- 
firms ſuch Myſteries in Nature as Art cannot 
account for. | „„ 
The Swarm of Bees which ſettled the 
other Day at St. James's Falace, has occaſioned 
great Speculation; and if there is any Reality in 
the Obſervations which are made on ſuch 
Things, it certainly is a Sign of great Plenty, 
as well as a perfect Harmony; though I am 
not ſuch a Prognoſticator, as a Gentleman who 
ſaid on this Occaſion at the Snyrna Coffee-houſe, 
That as the Bees enter'd in a Hole in the Wall 
near his Majeſty's Bed-Chamber, it plainly 
ſhew'd, that all the Plenipotentiaries at the Con- 
greſs at * would enter into our own Mea- 
ures; and as the Bees ſwarm'd in a Cluſtre, 
not altogether unlike a Ballance, it was an evi- 
dent Proof that the Ballance of Power would 
remain in the Hands of Great Britain But 
whether this Gentleman's Obſervations. were 
founded upon the antient Principle of Augury 
or meer Gueſs-work, I cannot tell, but its plain 
our e Wis are a very penetrating Sort 
of People, and will tell more by the Dregs of 
their Cup, than ever Mother Shipton could tell 
by the eve and Shears, or Doctor Fiſher'by his 
Female Fern or Green and Red Dragon. But 
ſetting Propheſies aſide, the Subject of Bees, as 
to their CEconomy, and the ſurpriſing Things 
they perform by Inſtinct, I hope will be an 
Entertainment, for which, not one of our Ci- 
tizens would grudge 6 d. if it is but to carry. 
down to their Country Seat to leave with the 
dear Spouſe of his Boſom, in order to keep. 
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her Mind from Miſchief, by fuch an inn 


cent Employment as * the Nature of Beers 


* * 


0 A ( 6 ) 
if it was a Diſſertation. on Goats, Sparrows, or 
even on wild Bucks, mad Bulls, or other Beaſts 
that are diſtinguiſh'd by large Antlers, he might 
fear this was a Plot to betray. his Wife to make 
| Monſters, or an ironical Picture of himſelf; but 
a Bee having no Horns, he need be under none 
[| of theſe dreadful Apprehenſions. 1 
It's true, the Sting in a Bee's Tail carries 
T ſomething of an Idea of the, Sc. but out of 
| _ reſpect to the Ladies J forbear making any IIl- 
natur'd Compariſons; I would rather ſay, that 
i the Bees bears the neareſt Reſemblance to them 
I} than of any other Species, ſince in both we find 
all that is ſweet and delicious; and it is upon 
this Thought that our Citizens of the kinder 
Sort, generally call their Wives HO NE T. 
- An unlucky Wag in Cheapſide, formerly 
known by the Name of the Sleepmg Vintner, 
carried it a little farther, and call'd his Wife 
Honey-Bee, which ſhe not taking in a right 
Senſe, ſtung him to that Degree, that he could 
not Sleep for a Fortnight after. This was the 
Conſequence of his carrying the Joke too far, 
for which Reaſon I gave this Relation, (tho? 
it does not immediately belong to us) that others 
may take care how they provoke even the _ 
{ſweeteſt Creature in the World, that has a 
Way to revenge the Injury. | 
But to keep up to the Account of Bees, they 
are not only an induſtrious, but an innocent as 
well as cunning Animal; inſomuch, that Ar: 
ſtomachus of Solt, and Philiſcus, the Thrafian, for 
threeſcore Years together did nothing elfe but 
trace them through the Foreſts, to obſerve their 
* ſingular Conduct, and the various Amuſements 
| they afforded in the regular K of 
| | eir 
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their little Commonwealth; which, it's ſaid, 
was of great Service to the famous Lycurgus, 
in bringing the Lacedemonians to Order and 


Diſcipline out of a State of Confuſion. 


_ Pliny tells us in his Natural Hiſtory, That 
among all the various Inſefts in the World, 
Bees are the Principal, and deſerve our eſpecial 
Admiration, as being the only Inſects ordain d 
by Nature for Man's Uſe; they gather Honey, 
a moſt ſweet, pleaſant, fine and wholeſome Li- 
quor, they frame the Honey Combs, and work 
the Wax, which ſerveth for a Thouſand Turns 
in this Life. They have a Policy or Common- 
wealth among themſelves, - where they hold 
their ſeveral. Councils, and they never Swarm 
but the King 1s at their Head to direct them; 
and under him they have Captains of Fit- - 
ties, and Captains of Hundreds who com- 
mand in Battles; for though they have little 
Bodies, they have great Souls, and are ſuch 
valiant Warriors, that in one Year more Exe- | 


» eutions have been done by theſe puiſſant He- 


roes, than by either Dryden's Pygnnes, or Dean 
Kufet's Lilliputians ſince the Creation. It might 
have reaſonably been expected of Sir John 
Mandevil, that we ſhould have had ſome Ac- 
count in his Travels of Bees building Cities 
and Fortifications, Encamping, Decamping 
and performing all the Feats of a diſciplin'd 
Army; but tho' its not doubted but he ſaw 
ſuch Things, yet his Modeſty would not ſuf- 
fur him to p_ an Account of any Thing of 
which his Veracity might be call'd in queſ- 
tion; however, there is an old ng 


” (SI 
which was found ſome Time ſince amongſt 
the Curioſities: of Greſham College, ſaid to 
be his, which we ſhall inſert Verbatim; 
though, as his Name is not perfix'd to it, 
we cannot poſitively aſſert it to be the 
Works of that great Wonder Finder. 9 8 
« As I was paſling through the Deſerts of 
& Arabia, on a glorious Morning, when the 
& Sun had newly gilded the Border of the 
“% Hemiſphere, when a vaſt Quantity of Ho- 
_ E ney Bee, made up to me, as if to devour 
me; but I having but juſt before eſcaped 
% a Tyger, by running my Launce down his 
«© Throat, thought it would be Cowardice 
“ in me to run away from the Bees, when 
all on a ſudden, to my great Surprize, they 
« ſtopp'd and ſung in Chorus, the moſt com- 
ps e Harmony that ever my Ears were 
ce blefs'd with hearing ; and drawing up in 
« cloſe Order, they -march'd before me as a 
« Guide till I came to a Rock, where they 
6“ all ſettled, and I had the Pleaſure to ob- 
« ſerve their Motions. „„ 
„ The King (of a larger Size, and more 
“ noble Preſence than the reſt) ſeated him- 
e ſelf upon a Stone, not altogether unlike a 
=. “High Crown'd Hat, and the others placed 
c themſelves around him; there was Silence 
© for about 10 Minutes, during which Time 
1 4 J look'd at them with my Microfcope, 
« (which ſhew'd each of them as big as an' 

“ ordinary Lyon) and found they were in a 
* deep Study, or rather, liſtning for the King's 
«© Commands, which at length he gave, by 
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three grand Hums or Buzzes, and immediate- 
ly after a ſubmiſſive Bow and a Scrape, with 
the fore Foot on the right Side, they were 
all on the Wing, and ſeparated to all the 
Points in the Compaſs. Fryar Bacon nor 
Fryar. Bungey, were not half ſo attentive 
to hear the Devil ſpeak through the Brazen 
Noſe, as I was to hear, if by the Sound of 
the King's Voice, I could collect any Thing 
that look'd like Words, but tho? I under- 
ſtood moſt Languages, and have an Idea 
of all in general, yet I could not conceive 
any Parts of Speech it imitated; but I have 
heard a 7euiſb Rabba read Lectures with 
much the ſame Accent. 8 1 
„They had not been gone above half an 
Hour, before ſome of them came again in 
Sight; but to ſee how they were loaded 


with the Spoils of Vegetables, afforded me 


the moſt agreeable Surprize that I ever had 
in the Courſe of my whole Travels; one 
bore in his Mouth the Leaf of' a Violet, 
another on his Back the Leaf of a Pop 
pey, ſome had Jeſſamine, others Jonquils, 
and none returned without a Leaf of a 
Flower, which afforded either ſomething 
odoriferous to the Smell, or beautiful to 


the Sight. 


“ When they were all aſſembled and had 


c laid the Spoil at the King's Feet, he roſe 
“from the Stone on which he ſate, turned- 


66 


cc 


himſelf round to ſee the Fruits of their 
Induſtry, and then Hum'd or Bux d as be 


fore, only ſomething louder; at which 


c they 


| c they all made Obeiſance: After this J ob- 
| © ſerved two of the largeſt Bees next to the 
King, to raiſe up a Flower between them, 
© not altogether unlike a Bell, which they 
— ons upon the King's Head, and at the 
„ ſame Time others were buſily employed in 
L ſtrewing his Court (which look'd like the 
< Brims of a high Crown'd Hat, as I ſaid 
“ before) with Flowers of all Sorts, which 
they placed in ſuch Order, as if they had 
been Virtuoſo's of the College, who had 
« ſpent whole Ages in the Study of Mathe- 
4 maticks and Architecture; ſome join'd 
4 (Hands, I was going to ſay inſtead of ) Feet, 
and rais'd a Primroſe pyramid, whilſt others 
ce paved the Cauſway with Patch-work, in. 
“ ſuch variety of Colours, and plac'd ſo in- 
« geniouſly, that I could ſcarce forbear think- 
j ing they acted from a Principle of Reaſon, 
« and not only by Inſtinct as meer Animals. 
The King all this Time ſtood upon the 
„ Top or Pinacle of the Stone, and ſeem'd 
&« with great Pleaſure to behold their Aſſiduity, 
cc every now and than giving a gracious 
« Buzze, in Token of his perceiving their 
« Loyalty and dutiful Obedience, , 
„ But what ſurprizd me more than all 
as 'the reſt _ to — 2 ſome 3 
« 40 or 50 Bees together, lugging along a 
Ga 3 — call'd 4 40 omtit-moiſe, 
* which they had no ſooner brought before 
& the King, but one of them placing a pies 
« of a Coronation Roſe-leaf upon his Back 
“ for a Saddle, his moſi ſerene Majeſty 
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> jump'd, or rather flew upon Tom | Tit, who 
4 taking Wing, carried him out of my Sight 
« in a few Mi 


| nutes, inſomuch that I began 
c to think they had loſt him, by endeavour- 


ce ing to make him appear en but 
9 


« T ſoon found myſelf deceived, for ſeveral 
6 Do NY with him as a Body Guard, had 
© ſo ſurrounded Tom Tit, that he was obliged 


„ to keep himſelf within Compaſs, or to 


« feel the Effects of their Stings, with which, 
« like the Spurs of a Rider, or the Whip of 
* a Coachman, they uſed to make him turn 
« and wind at their Diſcretion. After this 


Airy Flight the King reaſſum'd his Throne, 
and every Bee of the Common-wealth ſet 


04 


up a loud Hza for his fate Return, and 
« preſented the Genneren with a conſiderable 
«© Quantity of Honey, which he took in Fear 
« and fled with Speed, not ſeeming to under- 
« ſtand any more of the Matter, than that 
© he had fell under the Juriſdiftion of thoſe 
who were too ſtrong for him. _ 
“The King ſeeming all this Time pleas'd, 
as I could eaſily perceive through my Mi- 


ec 


&« croſ es and the whole Company of his 


“Subjects were as induſtrious to raiſe his 
„Delights yet higher; by which 1 found, 
« that the Bees are not only the moſt dili- 
5 ent of all Animals at their Work, but 


ikewife at their Diverſions, for this og | 
Day ſet apart for Sports and Paſtimes, 
0 


« rever was any Pleaſures purſud with 


„greater Facility; they would one while 
* make a Ring; ** Dance as en 
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© round the Stone High Crown Hat, as ever 


4 I ſaw CountryLadsand Laſſes Dance round 
_ & May- pole, and all the Time ſome fix or 


« eight of them were ſinging a melodious 
4“ Tune, which had a quite different Sound 
& from their common Way of Talking. 
After this Dance or Circular Motion, 
“ which laſted near two Hours with the ut- 
« moſt Harmony, they went to: Dinner ; but 
& to ſee with what Dexterity they waited up- 
< on their King, and in what Grandeur he 
& fate, would have ſurprized the greateſt 
« Philoſopher in the Univerſe ; their Meat 
&« for this Day, I perceived was Virgin's 
Honey, and {RE | I being hungry, and 
they having Plenty, very cautiouſly. drew 
near them, and took a Honey-Comb, which 
might weigh about tour Ounces, but whe- 
ther it was that 1 forgot to pay my proper 
& Obedience to the King, or whether I ſhould 
© have ſtaid till I was invited, I could not 
ce tell, but certain it was I made ſome Blun- 
«der, for two able Bodied Bees, with Ruf. 
« fain-like Complections, came up to me 
« and I fearing it might be of fatal Conſe- 
« quence to ſtrike them, fate ſtill to. ſee what 
« Puniſhment I muſt fall under; but they 
« ſoon put me out. of the imaginary Pain 
© there is in expecting Evil, to the real one 
of feeling it, for one alighting upon my 
« Hand which took the Honey, and the 
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% other upon my Mouth, they ſtung me to 
„that Degree, that J had like to have loſt all 
E Patience, and exerted my uſual Proweſs 


but 
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« ly, and bow'd with a great deal of Reve- 


rence and Reſpect to ſhew my Humility, 
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but conſidering, that if being ſtung by two 
only gave me ſuch Pain, what muſt J feel 
if ſtung by a hundred, which I certainly 
ſhould have been - had I began the Re- en- 
counter, and indeed I conſidered, that if E 
ſhould poſſibly overcome, the Relation of 


the Battle would make but a very indiffe- 


rent Appearance in the Hiſtory of my Ad: 
ventures ; I therefore took all very patient. 


and indeed I had a Mind further to ſatisfy 
my Curioſity, which may be a ſufficient 
Argument to ſkreen me from the Imputa- 
tion of” COwardice. 43. 
Their next Diverfion was tumbling upon 
a Stage erected by Nature, ſomething like 
the Leaf of Purſlane, and Rope-dancing. 
Upon the Web of a Spider, in compariſon 
of which, all the Jack- Andrew Tricks plaid: 


at Bartholomew-Fair, are dull Farce and 


clumſey Fooleries; I obſerved one to tum- 
ble 'over his Head above five hundred. 


Times without ſtopping, and laying one 
Foot upon the Stage, he bore up the weight 
of his own Body, and the Bodies of 20 
others who got upon him, by the Strength 
of that little Part, for near a Quarter of 
an Hour. I could relate a hundred of 
theſe Exploits, which I think were very, 
extraordinary, and the Manner of a Battle 
which happen'd in the Evening between 
two Bees, who Box d with more Art an 
Caurage, than ever I ſaw twòo Heroes at 


64 _. 


5 LY _ 
© his Majeſty's. Bear- Garden. But as the 
& Time of a Traveller is precious, foraſ- 


much as he muſt give an Account of every 


4 individual Adventure, I ſhall leave the 
4 Bees, and relate a remarkable Story of ſome 
ec Ants in a Mole-hill. 1 5 


Thus far the Traveller. 5 


Sir John's Ants not being to our Purpoſe, 
we ſhall continue to Animadvert on Bees, 


and ſhew the Obſervations which are Daily 


made on them in our own Country; and 
though the Relation juſt mention'd may be 


taken for a Romance, notwithſtanding it is 
robable in every Branch of it, we ſhall ſhew 
ome Diſcoveries which have been made even 


by ſeveral of the Royal Society, and can be 


4 


AGE Fact by Thouſands in England, who 
ave been Eye-witnefſes to their Perfor- 


Gy 


mances. | 


When they firſt take up. their Habitation 
in a Hive, they employ themſelves for ſeveral 


Days in bringing unſavory Herbs, and ſuch 


as are moſt bitter, with which they plaiſter 


and line the Inſide of the Hive, and mixing 
it with the Joie which they ſuck from 
Wormwood, they daub it about the Entrance 
of the Hive to prevent other Inſects coming 
in to eat their Honey; and it is obſerved, 
that when any other Inſet comes but at the 


Paſſage or Hole of Entrance, they either die 


or. draw back, always meeting with ſome- 
thing which is diſagreeable to every other In- 
ſect but, the Bees themſelves, who provide it 


for Prevention, 


+ ' ; 


(4g) 
Atſter this neceſſary Precaution againſt thoſe 
who would invade their Property, they fall 
to building of their little Cells and private 
Apartments, in which they are ſuch dextrous 
Architects, that in a few Days the whole will 
be finiſhed with that Uniformity, as if it were 
caſt in a Mould, each having two Rooms to 
himſelf, the one for a Place of Reſt, and the 
other in which he ſpends his Time, with a 
Companion in wet Weather, aſter they have 
clean'd the Hive of Ordour and every Thing 
that is unclean. Their Apartments are no 
ſooner finiſhed but they begin to. Work, if 
the Seaſon will permit, and the Fields an 
Gardens ſcarce yields any Leaf or Flower but 
what ſerves them either for Meat, Honey, or 
Prevention. .. wars i hos 
_ Pliny, whom we mentioned, before, ſays; 
That the. firſt Foundation, of their Work, 
the ſkilful Honey Maſters call Commaſis, the 
ſecond Piſſoceros, . the thiad, Propolis, which 
lieth between the outſide Coat and the Wax 
of the Honeycomb, of which there is ſo 
"ap Uſe made in Phyſick, Gommoſis, the 
firſt Coat or Cruſt, is of a; bitter Taſte, the 
Piſſoceros, or ſecond Coat, is more of a. Li- 
quid, and what they gather from mild Gums, 
of Vines and Foplars ; but. the Propolis cone, 
ſiſteth of a more ſolid Matter, as being made. 
of the Strength of ſeveral of the beſt Flow-, 
ers: In theſe three Coats. are; contain'd-the, 
Honey which they, fip chiefly from their Pro- 
viſion, called Eurithace, which ſome term 
 Sandaracha, and others Cerinthi; it is found; 
. 9 |  Irequent- 


2293 


L frequently in the -Cavities of their Honey 
| Combs, and is what they always eat whilſt 
; they are at Work; this Eaurihace cometh of 
the Spring Dew, and the Moiſture iſſuing 
out- of Bees in the Manner of Gum; it 1s 
obſervable, that they increaſe, and make great 
Quantities of Honey where there is plenty 
of Olives, as in Spam and lah, — 2 that 
they never will ſettle upon any Flower that 
is faded, nor come near any dead Carcaſs 
1 they ſeldom wander above 60 Paces from 
„ their own Hives, and if it ſo happen that 
| they cannot provide a ſufficient Suſtenance in 
| that Compaſs, they return to the Hive, and 
| fend out their Spies or Meſſengers, which are 
ſort of Bees ſet a-part to wait on the others, 
and if theſe Bees in ſeeking for agreeable 
Flowers are overtaken with Night, for fear. 
their Wings ſhould be overcharged with 
Dew, they . Couch themſelves upon their 
Backs, and in that Poſture lay till Morning. 
. Whilſt they are at their Work, they have 
il always a ſtanding Guard to watch and ward 
at the Entrance of the Hive, much like the 
Corps de Guard in a Camp, and when 'Day 
|| appears, one of theſe Centinels gives two or 
| three Buzzes to alarm them of the Time, 
(|. when immediately upon the Signal given they 
* all appear, and fall to Work; if the Wea- 
1 ther be temperate; they go abroad for freſh 
| Supplies, otherwiſe they ſtay at home to cul- 
tivate and refine what they have already got- 
ten; the Virtue of the Flowers they gather in 
their hinder. Legs, which Nature has made 
wo Mr Om rough 
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rough on purpoſe to retain what with their 
two firſt Legs they ſnall work and faſten u 
their hinder, and when they come loaded to 
the Hive, there are four or ſix Porter Bees 
who help to unload them, and. carry the 
Burden into the Hive, in which are Allies 
conveniently made, one to __ up with a - 
Burthen, and another for the Porter to return 
when he has laid it down, that they may. 
not obſtruct each other in the Paſſage; they 
all go to work, and all leave off at a Time, 
neither is one fuffered to eat till the Alarum 
is given to go to Dinner, when all Work is 
laid aſide, and before an idle Taylor can dine 
at a Cellar in the Hrand, they will be all in 
good order again, each at his different Em- 
ployment. Wo „ 
It ſometimes happens that two Swarms of 
Bees ſhall accord together to live in one Hive, 
and then it is admirable to ſee the Harmony 
between them, tho? they often differ both in 
Architecture and Management, for the King 
of each Party is abſolute, and will ſometimes 
alter an old Cuſtom, if it be only to ſhew 
his Authority. _ : | 45 
When two Swarms are thus agreed to ſet- 
tle one Hive, though each Swarm has a ſe- 
perate Building, and none of them touches 
the Top or Sides of the Hives, yet they con- 
_ trive three or four Arches ſo artificially, that 
they are upheld by each other, and yet keep 
a convenient Diſtance, the foremoſt Rank of 
their Combs next the Gate, or Mouth of the 
Hive, are always left empty, leaſt any 0 dick a 


(18) 
ſhould come to rob them by the Negligence 
of the Guards, and if a Thief paſſes beyond 
the foremoſt Rank, he preſently is kill'd, and 
a large black Bee, called the dead Bearer, 
turns him out of the Hive, and lets him lay 
before the Hive for an Example to others. 
When it is windy Weather, they always 
fly near the Ground, and get a Gravel Stone 
in their Mouths as large as they can well 
manage, to prevent the Winds driving them 
| away, for being light and airy, if Nurs 
| had not furniſhed them with Wit to make 
this Proviſion, when the Wind is againſt 
| them, it were impoſlible they ſhould recover 
| the Hive, but with this Stone they ſo bal- 
| lance and poiſe themſelves that they will bear 
' © againſt the Wind with a great deal of Eaſe. 
ll and Pleaſure. 28 8 Hh 
| They have Task Maſters to correct the 
Drones, and ſuch as are flow at Work, and 
if upon two or three times being puniſhed, 
| they don't improve upon it, they. are kill'd, 
and turned out of the Hive without that fu- 
neral Solemnity, which is obſerved at the 
Death of one who dies with Age or Sickneſs. 
There is a continual Noiſe amongſt them all 
Day, which is their Singing to divert them- 
ſelves at their Labour, but towards Evening' 
the Noiſe is much abated, and at a certain 
Sound or Alarum given by the Trumpet 
Bee, all is ſuddenly huſhed, the Buſineſs of 
the Day concluded, and they retire to Reſt; 
the Trumpet Bee then goes qut of the 
Hive, and takes a Circuit round for —_— 
. alf 
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half an Hour, making a loud Buzzing till 
they are all come home who are abroad for 
Meat or Water ; and one Thing is particular, 
and very remarkable, in a Sort of Bee, call'd 
the Water Bee, who is large, brown, and of 
a fuzzey Nature, like a Sponge; this Bee goes 
all Day from the Hive to the Water, ad 
from the Water to the Hive, for when he has 
lung'd himſelf into the Water, he is to Drink 
or orty, who at his Approach flock about 
him and ſuck him dry, the Sight of which is 
not the meaneſt Amuſement to be ſeen at a 
BE +>: Cs 5 
The Palace for the King, is much more mag- 
nificent than any of the others Apartments, for 
he has ſeveral ſtately Rooms for himſelf and 
others; for thoſe of Royal Race, to whom a 
juſt Regard is ſhew'd; and thoſe who refuſe 
the common Compliments, and a ſuitable. ' 
Diſtance, are corrected ſeverely, if not 
brought to condign Puniſhment. —— 
The chief Cauſes of their battling one Hive 
with another, is when the Honey is exhauſt- 
ed; ſooner than want they will prey upon 
their Neighbours, and this will frequently 
breed Wars, and a Challenge being ſent by 
the injur'd Party, the Trumpeter, or Bee, 
who calls in all the Bees at Night, Summons 
*em all together, when the King at their 
Head marches in Array till they come to the 
Place of Battle, when the Captains divides 
them into Squadrons and Battalions before 
the Onſet, which is perform'd with no leſs 
in Ne e it is crys 8 
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that if a Man ſtands quietly to fee the En- 
counter, he ſhall run no Hazard of being 
ſtung, except he offers to moleſt either Party, 
and then the contrary Party is ſured to give 
him ſome Marks of their Diſpleaſure; but 
the common Way 1s, when the Qwners of 
the Bees apprehends _ are going out to 
Battle, they ſet a Meſs of Milk, or honey'd 
Water near the Hive, and that- will calm 
their great Souls to Peace, and prevent the 
Slaughter, otherwiſe, if they begin the Fight 
before they are diſcover'd, the way to part 
them is by caſting up Duſt,” or making a 
Smoke with Pitch, or other Combuſtibles, 
which will ſcatter them. immediately, for 
though they are noble-ſpirited Warriors, and 
can fight with Swords very dextrouſly, yet 
if tho cannot endure Guns nor Dutch Stink 
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4 Fhere are ſeveral ſorts of Bees, both in 
| Appearance and Value, for Inſtance, there is 
2 Kind of ruſtical wild Bee, with a long 


Body, and hideous Appearance, very little 

| ſpeckled, of a dark gelder; this Bee is a ſort 

it ol a Bandittie, and lives upon the Spoil of 
1 others, -but when he is taken a Moroding by 
| any thing of a Party, he always ſuffers 

[if Death for his Crimes. 
1 | ow beſt _ e my 5 ſhort, and 
is much painted, that they have a lively Look, 
and not very haity ; ther are a ſort of Beet 


Wu Kingdom of Fonz, that are milk 
1 White, which makes Honey twice every 
i 28 | eas  modoon, 


> Cont} - 
modoon, that gathers their Honey all from 
Trees, and leave it in the Earth; but in the 
whole World, none are known to be ſo gen- 
tle as theſe in England. It is obſerveable, 


that when any Bee has loſt his Sting, he 


never after does Good or Harm, except by 


turning Drone, he eats others Honey, and 


for that they ſoon diſpatch him; their greateſt 
Enemies are the Swallows, the Martins, and 
the Frogs, the former taking them flying, and 
the latter making a Prey of the Water; Bees 
when they come to dip themſelves in the 


Pond or Brook, and it is ſaid, that a Frog, 


the Swallow, and the Martin cannot feel the 
Sting of a Bee as other Creatures; if Grab 


Fiſh is placed near the Hive, the Bees are all 


Sick, and if it is not ſoon removed, it cauſeth 
ſuch a Mortification among them, that they 


either all die, or quit the Hive; yet, they 


have ſo much Compaſſion one to each other, 
that when any one is Sick, the Bees that are 
well, will bring him out of the Hive, and 


lay him carefully in the Sun, all the Time 


fupplying him with Water, and the-moſt re 
find Honey; and when any one of them 


dies, they bear the Body:up amongſt ſeveral, 


and carry it to a diſtant Place from the Hive, 


Where they mourn over it in ſome difmal 


Dity, but for want of ſome Interpreter more 
than Sir 7ohn Mandevil, we could never yet 
procure a Copy of the ' Bees Ceremony; but 
thus much it is averr'd: by ſome curious Tra- 
vellers, that it has no ſmall Refemblance with 
the diſmal Ohne ſung at a wild urig Fu- 
. 1 
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2 . 
But at the Death of their King they mourn 
in a very extraordinary Manner, inſomuch, 


that it generally proves the Deſtruction of the 
.Common-wealth, they not caring to come 
under Subjection to any other, pine away till 
they they die, or become wad 


and never 
after ſettle with another Hive ; yet, now and 


than an Uſurper ſhall ſtart up, and pretend 
he has as much Right to govern as the lawful 


King. When there uſually enſues a Civil 


War, the Uſurper will not claim the Crown 


till he has firſt made a Deriſion in the Hive, 
and got himſelf a Party, and then one Party 
or other are totally ki ll'd before the other 


will ſubmit, or if the lawful King kills the 


other in Battle, and the Rebels call for Quar- 
ters, they find no Mercy, but are all put to 


Death for High-Treaſon. , 
There is nothing / troubles them more than 


Reverberations of the Air or Ecchoes, which 
will make them quit the Hive, and wander 
about without regard to either there Labour 
or Food; and tis obſerved that they 
ſeldom or never thrive where their is an Ec- 
cho nigh; Miſts and Fogs alſo trouble them, 
that they can neither Work in the Hive, nor 
ſtir out till the Miſts are diſſipated by the 
Sun, and then there is a perfect Joy in all 


their Countenances. 2 

Their moſt mortal Enemies is the Spider, 
who will ſometimes make a Web over the 
Mauth of the Hive, and when that happens, 
It is an unavoidable Deſtruction both to the 
King and Common - wealth; of this Exam- 
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ples frequently happen, inſomuch that thoſe 


who take firſt to the keeping of Bees general- 


ly looſe a Hive or two by — 


might be ſaved, did they go every Morning 
to ſearch for Spiders about the Mouth of 
the Hive, they likewiſe often recieve Da- 


mage from a ſort of a Fly or Moth, that flies 


about a Candle, which if it once gets into 
the Mouth of the Hive, leaves ſuch a duſty 
Matter behind it, as is not a little offenſive 
to the Bees, and what breeds other Moths of 
the ſame Sort, eſpecially if the Sun ſhine 
upon the Mouth or Entrance; other offenſive 
Inſects are prevented by certain bitter Ingre- 
dients, which the Bees place about the Mouth 
of the Hive, as was ſaid before; but of the 
Spider and Moth, theſe Ingredients have but 
little Effect, their greateſt Sickneſs uſually pro- 
ceeds from their eating Honey to Exceſs, 


which brings the Flux upon them that they 


die, except they have Recourſe to a certain 
Herb, which inſtance general guides them to, 
ſome have endeavoured to Cure them by Oyl 
and other Things, but no Phyſician was ever 
found ſo good to Bees as Nature, Oyl itſelf 
being only touch'd upon their Heads, the Sun 


no ſooner ſhines upon them afterwards but 
they die of a malignant Diſtemper; the Me- 


thods which are taken to keep them from 
taking flight when they ſwarm, is ringing a 


Bell, or beating on a braſs Candleſtick, which 


muſical Sound ſo delights them, that they 


have not power to move far from the Sound, 


they therefore immediately ſwarm upon __ 
2% Tree 
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Tree or Place very near, and by this Means 
the Owners generally keep them from one 
Year to another; ſeveral Hives of Bees have 
been kept from flying away, only by the 
clapping of Hands when no muſical Inſtru- 


ment has been ready; and in Wales, were a 


Fiddle is part of the Curate's Copyhold, it is 
his Privilege to demand a Groat for a Hive 
of Bees ſwarming, being obliged at the ſame 
Time to give them a Tune if deſired. When 
they have finiſhed their Work, brought forth 
their Young, and filPd the Hive with plenty 
of Honey, they often take a Day's Diverſion, 
when there are ſome ſet apart to Sing, an 

others to Dance, but this being mentioned in 
the former part of this Treatiſe, in the Rela- 
tion ſuppos'd to be wrote by Sir John Man- 


devile, we ſhall take no further Notice of 


their Diverſions, only the Sight which Sir 
— ſaw was ſuppos'd to be a Coronation, 


y the extraordinary Performances, though 1 


once heard a very ingenious Vertuoſo ſay he 


has look'd at the Bees with a Microſcope at a 


Time, when they gave themſelves a little 
Liberty, and he could plainly diſcover ſome 


were playing at Running-Baſe, and others at 
Trap-Ball, whilſt a third Sort at Thread-my- 


Neeale-Nan, with the ſame Life and . — 
as they do at a Country Fair, to digeſt Bot- 
tle Ale and Cheeſecaxes. | 1 
They generally make their Exit in about 
ſeven Vears, if they live till eight, they are 
very grey and ball'd Pated, though ſome af - 
firm in {aly they live till ten, and they tell 
3 | . JE 
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ye there, that if they keep dead Bees in the 
Houſe all the Winter, and when the Sum- 
mer comes again, do but lay them in the Sun, 
and they will come to Life again, and live 
feven Years more, provided they lay in the 
Sun a whole Day, when it is very hot, and 
covered over with Fig Aſhes, but though ſe- 
veral have tried the Experiment here, it is 
found ineffectual in our colder Climate. 
They likewiſe tell us, that if you lay the 
freſh Paunches and Garbage of Oxen or Kine 

in a Dunghill, that is of rich Soil, it will 

naturally produce Honey Bees in a very little 

Time, provided it is in hot Weather, that 
the Garbage, Sc. is not long in putrifying; 
and I think that Virgil ſome where tells us, 
that he has known the Carcaſſes of young 
Steers do the ſame, by being put in a hot 
Dunghill in like manner; as dead Horſes 
will breed Waſps. and Hornets; as dead Aﬀes- 
Carrion breeds Beetle Flies; and evident it: 
is, that Nature by a certain Metamorphoſes, 
daily changeth one Thing for another in a 
very ſurpriſing Manner, as Catterpillars - to 
Butterflies; Worms in a **** to a gold co- 
lour'd Flie; and Maggots in a Man's Head 
to Caſtles in the Air; wild Boars ſwiming in 
the Sea; Porpaiſſes- in a Wood hunting after 
Squirrels. It is obſerved; 'that the Bee is na- 
turally a harmleſs Animal, and will never 
ſting any one, unleſs provok d to it, but if 
once yeu meleſt him, he is a very toutchy 
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I once ſaw a facetious Tragi-Comedy acted 
in a Garden in the North of England, between 
a Clown, a Servant Maid, and a Hive of 
my own Bees, which I think worth relating, 
Hobſon as is uſual in that Country, came a 
Courting about ten at Night, and waited for 
his dear Rachel in a little Garden adjoining to 
the Houſe, in which ſtood a Hive of Bees, I 
was no ſooner in bed reading, as my Cuſtom 
was, but I heard the Girl go ſoftly down 
Stairs and open the Door, I might have exa- 
mined the Cauſe, but as young Folks will 
have their Liberty, - either out of the Door or 
Caſement, I only ftepp'd to the Window to 
| fee where ſhe went, and perceived her to en- 
ter the Field of Battle, (as it ſoon prov'd) 
where Hob/on, by the Light of the Moon, 
ſeem'd to wait with great Impatience, but 
ſeeing her make — him, no Lyon ever 
flew more eagerly at his Prey, then he did for 
a clumſey kind Embrace with his Dear Sweet - 
heart; but as III- luck would have it, being to 
eager to have his Arms about her Neck, and 
ſhe, as the faſhionable Cuſtom 1s, uſing a lit- 
tle Coyneſs to ſhew her Modeſty in the Par- 
_ ly, they fell Arm in Arm upon the Bee Hive, 
and beat it down from the Pedeſtal, but ſure 
kind Lovers were never in ſuch. a Plight be- 
tore, for the Bees enrag'd to be thus cowardly.- 
routed when they were aſleep, fell upon 
them with ſuch Fury, that both of them 
were ſoon wounded, | and ſhew'd- and more 
Poſtures than CornwelPs Merry-Andrew; in- 
ſomuch, that with the rough Muſick of the 
5 % ͤũ 
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tus and the mimick Dance of the Lovers, 
1 know not that I ever received ſo much Di- 
verſion at either Ball, Maſquerade, or the 
Play-houfe”; ; Rachel skipp'd and roar'd, and 
Hobſon cut Capers amongſt the Goofeberry 
Buihes, till between the Stings in his Face, 
and the Prickles in his Legs, the poor Fellow 
was ſo mortified, that he fell in a Fit, and 
the Girl ſo frightned, that ſhe run into the 
Fiſh-pond, which I muſt confeſs was a change 
of Scene that gave. me ſome ſur 1 1 inſo- 
much, that I muſt go down and make one 
amongſt them, but fearing the worſt, T'put 
on a Mak and Gloves to a Dance I had ſo 

heartily laugh at, and helping the Girl out of 
the Pond, and the Fellow out of the Buſhes, 
1 brought them into the Houſe, where I had 
the Pleaſure to hear more diſmal love Talk 
than ever was told in any of our modern Ro- 
mances. 

Wat ever Lad 2 e for abe & To 
ſaid Hobſon ; and was ever a Laſs brought to ſo 
much N rfery as T_ have been, ſaid Rachel; in 
ſhort, © Hobſon curs'd Cupid for bringing him 
| Into this ray, and Rachel curs d Run too, 
ſaying, / his Darts were all ſuch as theſe, this : 
Poul ze her laſt time of courting; and indeed, 
it ſo ha ppen'd with regard to Hobſon, for he 
n_— 5 again, inſomuch that T might 
ſleep ace, without fear of the Door be- 
ing Fieſt 1. a on which Occaſion, I could 
not forbear wind 115 None Ag Ph 
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This Love is the Devil, what Havock it makes, 
I fills us with Pain, and it fills us with Achs; 
Foor Rachel F kr". with a thouſand keen Darts, 
And Hobſon areadfully plagu'd with its ſmarts ; 
| Tet, what is uncommon, the violent Sting © 
Did not make them agree, but relinquiſh the Thing. 


Petronius Arbitur's political Deſcription of 
Hornets and Waſps, was defign'd for the Uſe of 
the Romans, under the Government of Nero, 
and may ſerve for the Inſtruction of any Peo- 
ple in the World, where Oppreſlion, Bribery, 
and Self- Intereſt are the reigning Qualities. 

There Waſps and Hornets are a kind of 
© barbarons ſavage Animals, who are the 
© greateſt Burthen to the Creation ; they have 
© their Original from the Loins of ſome putri- 
© fied Beaſt, which gives them a Strength far 


_ © ſuperiour to the induſtrious Bee; nor indeed 


have they leſs Policy; but as their Strength is 
wholly employ'd in Violence and Oppreſſion, 
ſo their Wit,correſpondent with their Strength, 
is never ſo conſpicuous as in over-reaching, 
and under the Pretence of doing good, couzen- 
ing and betraying the Credulous and the Sim- 

ple, of which I ſhall give ſeveral Inſtances ; 
firſt, the pains taking Bee is known by all the 
People of Rome, to be a harmleſs and inoffen- 
five Creature, as well as a profitable one, he 

athers Honey from the Dew of Heaven, and 
by the Sweat of -his Brows refines and purifies 
it for univerſal Uſe ; whilſt the idle tyrannical 
_ Hornet is only humming and ſauntering _ 
om 
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from Place to Place, all the Time living upon 


the Spoil, and devouring the Fruit of the 
others Labour, and not contented with this ; 


by the Contrivance of the Waſps and Hornets 


the induſtrous Bees about Rome have been lead 
into ſuch Mazes and Labyrinths, that they 


Have loft their Way, and will never retrieve 


themſelves, unleſs with one Conſent they re- 
ſolve to fling off their Bondage. = 

You, the People of Rome, are not ignorant, 
that ſome Time ſince, about 36 Hornets got 
into the Capital, and held a Conſultation how 
they ſhould inſlave the Bees, and bring them 
all under their Dominion; and had not the 
King of the Bees interpos'd before this Time 
an Ounce of Honey would have been ſold 
for ten Hſtertius's for the Hornets had no other 


View, notwithſtanding all their fine Pre- 
tences, but to enhance all Dignities to them- 


ſelves, to dethrone the King of the Bees, 


ſubvert the Common- wealth of thoſe Crea- 
tures, and demand an abſolute Obedience to 


their Edicts for the future; and tho? they have 


not 3 about the wicked Contrivance to 
their De 


ire, yet they have ſo far prevail'd 
with the innocent Bees, that they are apply'd 
to for Advice; that they have the Power of 
inveſting their favourite Bee with more Au- 
thority th n one that is not ſo, tho' he has 
more Merit, which is an unequal Diſtribution 
of, na. „ 1 
I could never have thought that the Bees 
would thusfar have reſign'd their Privileges, but 
ſince they have, there remains nothing but a 
n — 2 | ſtead · 
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ſteadfaſt Reſolution of the Bees, that they make 
no farther: Incroachments  - the Hornets have 
already eat off the Heads of moſt of the Flies 
in Rome, and left their Bodies a Prey to Waſps, 
thn drag- them into their Neſts and devour 19 
8 em. 4 } "1-4; | \ 
I' ue greateſt Colifort- i, that theſe Bari. | 
are ſeldom: long liv'd, for what between Ex- 
_ ceſs, and the Hazard they run, in being 
knock'd on the Head for Male-Adminiſtra- 
tion, we are ſeldom troubled with them for 
above two Years. 4d 
We ſhall cendude with a | beautiful De. 
ſcription out of Pirgd. 4 80 
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The Bees have common Cities of their own, 
Aud common Son,: Beneath one Law they live, 
And with one common Stock their Traffick drive 
Each has a certain Home, a ſev'ral Hall. { 
All is the State's, the State provides for 4. 
Mindſul of coming Cold they ſhare the N 
And hoard for Winter's uſe the Summer's Cain. 

_ Some ver the publick Magazmes prefide : 25 
And ſome ats ſent new Forage to provide, 
Theſe drudge in Fields abroad, and thoſe at Joni > 
Lay deep Foundations for the labour'd Comb, & 
With Dow, Narciſſus-Leaves, und clammy Gum. & 
To pitch the 'waxen flooring ſome contrivd᷑ee. 
Some nurſe the future Nation of the Hive: © © 
Sweet Honey ome condenſe , ſome purge the Grant; 3 
The reſt in Gells apart the lg, Nectar ſhut,” . 
All, "with united Forte, combine to drive | n 
The l Drones * the labortous Hive. © — 4 

ih | 
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With envy ſtung, they view each other's Deeds: 
With Diligence the fragrant Work proceeds. © 
Studious of Honey, each in his Degree; 
The youth ſal Swain, the grave experienc'd Bee: 
hat in the Field, this in Affairs of State 
Employ d at home, abides within the Gate; 
To fortify the Combs, lo build the Wall, 
To prop the Ruins, leſt the Fabrick fall. 
But late at Night, with weary Finions, come 
The lat” ring Youth, and beapy laden home. 
Plains, Meads, and Orchards all the Day he plies, 
The Gleans of yellow Thyme diftend his Thighs: 
He ſpoils the Saffron Flow'rs ; he ſips the Blues . 
YA Velets, Winding Blooms, and Willow Deus. 
heir Toll is common, common is their Heep; 
They ſhake their Wings when Morn begins to peep ; 


Ruſh thro the City Gates without Delay, 
Nor ends their, VVork but with declining Day. 
| Thus, having ſpent the laſt Remains of Light, 
hey give their Bodies due Repoſe at Nights _ 
VVhen hollow Murmurs of their Ev ning Bells, 
Diſimiſs the 7 f Swans, and toll em to their Cells. 
VV hen once in Bed their weary Limbs they ſleep, 
No buzzing Sounds aifturb their golden Sleeps 
Tig ſacred Silence all! Nor dare they ftray 
ben Rain is promis d, or a ſiormy Day; 
But near the Cuy Malls their vat ring take, 
Nor forrage far, but ſhort Excurſions make. 
And as when empty Barks on Billows float, 
VVith ſandy Ballaſt Sailors trim the Boat; 
H Bees bear Gravel. Stones, whoſe poiſing VVeight 
Steers thro the whiſtling Vinds their 7 Flight. 
But what's more ſtrange; their modeſt Appetites, 
Averſe from Venus, ty the nuptial Rites, 


* 
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No Luft enervates their berock Mind; 
Nor waſtes their Strength on wanton VVomankind: 
But in their Mouths reſide their genial Pow'rs, 
They gather Children from the Leaves and Flow'rs. 
And oft on Rocks their tender VVings they tear, 
And ſink beneath the Burthen which they bear : © 

Such Rage 7 Honey in their Boſom beats, | 
And ſuch a Leal they have for flow'ry Sweets. 

| Thus tho the Race of Life they quickly run, 
VVhich in the face of ſeven ſhort Years is done, 
Thimmortal Line in ſure Succeſſion reigns, 

The Fortune of the Family remains, 


* 


And Grandſires Grandſons the long Lifts contains. 
 - Beſides, not Egypt, India, Media more, 
Mb ſervile Love their Idol King adore : 
| FVVhile he ſurvives, in Concord and Content 
| e Commons live, by no Diviſions rent, = 
| But the great Monarchs Death diſſolves the Go- 
ment. . f 
| All goes to Ruin: They themſelves contrive 
| To rob the Honey, and ſubvert the Hie. 
pen ſince they ſhare with Man one common Fate, 
| In Health and Sickneſs, and in turns of State, | 
| . Obſerve the Symptoms when they fall aa, 
| Aud languiſh with inſenſible Decay: © 
Mey change their Hue, with haggard Eyes they fare, : 
Lean are their Looks, and ſbagged is their Hair; 
And Crowa's of Dead, that never muſt return 
| To their lov d:Hroes, in event Pomp are born 
| Their Friends attend the Herſe, the next Re- 


lations mourn. 
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